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ABSTRACT

This book review examines "Criteria for Ordination: Following the Buddha's Path in
Preserving Buddhism" by Phra Ajahn Kanha Sukhakamo. The review aims to analyze the
book's essential content, academic value, and recommendations as a guide for prospective
ordinands and readers interested in Buddhist monastic discipline. Employing a content
analysis approach based on the Dhamma, the Vinaya, and the principles of preserving
Buddhism, the study finds that the book systematically explains the meaning of ordination,
the qualifications required for candidates, the proper intention for ordination, the ordination
process, and the roles and responsibilities of Buddhist monks. The author emphasizes that
ordination is not merely a religious ceremony but a process of self-cultivation through the
training of morality (slla), concentration (samadhi), and wisdom (pafifd), enabling
practitioners to live in accordance with the Dhamma-Vinaya and contribute to the
continuation of Buddhism. The book's major strengths lie in its concise organization, clear
presentation, and accessible language, making it suitable for prospective monks, monks,
novices, and lay Buddhists. Nevertheless, incorporating additional case studies from the
Buddhist scriptures and comparative discussions between the ordination practices of the
Buddha's time and contemporary monastic contexts would further enrich its academic
value. Overall, the book serves as a valuable introductory reference for understanding the
ideals of Buddhist monastic life and the proper preparation for ordination in accordance with
the Buddhist disciplinary tradition.
Keywords: Buddhist Monastic Discipline, Buddhist Monks, Preservation of Buddhism
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